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DISSUASIVE 
From Enquiring into the 


Doctrine of the Trinity, &c. 


* 


In a Letter to a Friend. 


* _—_— 


I orthy Sir, 


Find by your Letter, that you are 
highly dithristied with the Advice } 
lately gave you, not to enquire too nicely 
and curiouſly into rhe Doctrine of the Bleſſed 
Trinity, but rather to reſt contented with 
the Orthodox Divinity, in that Grand My/- 
ei which the Church, faith Mr Nelſon, 
is in poſſeſſion of: Tho the Civilians ſhould 
tell you, that Pofſeſſor ma.e ſidei nullo un- 
quam 1 preſcribit, For, ſays your 
Lettc * ſhall not I be permitred fully to 
. my Creed ? Shall I, as oft 
* as I publickly rehearſe the Athanaſian 
Creed, doom all to everlaſting Perdition, 
' who 20 not kcep the Catholick Faith de- 
B | : liver d 
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* liver'd in it, whole and undefiled 2 Shall 
* I, after ſo nice and full an Explication of 
that Myſtery, ſay to my Congregation, He 
therefore that will be ſaved, muſt thus think 
* of the Trinity? and clole the Rehearſal of 
it with theſe Words, This is the Catholick 

* Faith, which except a Man believe faith- 


1 7 ly, He cannot be ſaved; and not be able 


to prove what I fay ? Would you perſwade 


me to a thing impoſſible? to wit, to be- 
* eve without Evidence, I know not what, 
* and I not why? or, muſt I not be able to 
* £rve a Reaſon of my Faith? How can I 
* anſwer this to God, my Conſcience, or 
* my Pariſh ? How hall I be able to ſtop 
the Months of Inficlels and Anti-Trinitari- 
ans; to contute the new Hereticks ſprung 
* up among us, and to juſtifie the Condem- 
* nation pals d upon them by our Wiſe, 
* Learned and Judicious Synod, zealous for 
the F:ith once deliver'd to the Saints at 
* our bleſſed Reformation? Or why do | 
call the Adverſaries of it Herericks, if I 
* caniot prove them to be ſo? 

Theſe, Sir, I confeſs are confiderable 
Inducements to employ your utmoſt Dili- 
rence in this Search, did not the unſur- 
mountable Difficulties of the Subje&, and 
vour liableneſs to miſcarry in, or to grow 
W. ary of the tedious Search, outweigh or 
chunterpoiſe them. Conſider therefore 
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Ihe great Difficulty of the Work 
— go about; of which the different Me- 
thods taken by the moſt able Managers of 
this Controverſie, afford a ſtrong Preſump- 
tion. For why elſe do we find ſo many 
and ſo different Schemes propoſed for Ex- 
plication of this Mſtery? Some ſaying with 
the learned Dr Sberlock, that the Three Per- 


ſons are Three Minds. Others with Dr South 


and the Oxford Decree, condemning this 
as Tritheiſm. Some reſembling the Three 
Perſons to the Soul, and its Two Faculties, 
the Underſtanding and the W ill; asthe in- 
genious Mr Nye. Some with the School- 
men, ſaying the Father begot the Son by an 
Act of bis Mind, and the Holy Gbo# by an 
Act cf bis Love. Some 1 a Subor- 
dination of the Son and Holy Spirit to the 
Father, as the Reverend Biſhop Bull. Others 
ſtifly denying it, as Dr John Edwards. 
Some aſlerting an internal Generation and 
Spiration of the Son and Holy Ghoſt, and 
an iwmeydmns of the Three Perſons. O- 
thers exploding this as unintelligible. Some 
making the Son and Holy Ghoſt receive 
their bein g by the Communication of the 
individual e of the Father to them. 
Some with Dr Cudworth, laying that the 


Doctrine of the Church * 4 only the 


lame Specifick Eſſence. Others condemning 
the firſt as a Contradiction, and the ſecond as 
Tritbeiſm, and rather ſaying that they re- 

1 ceived 
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ceived their Being by an Act of bis Pater- 
nal Porver. Some allowing the Son and 
Holy Ghoſt to have a// the Eſſential Attri- 
buies of the Feather Which ſeems beſt to 
accord with the Declaration of our Liturgy 
on Trinity Sunday, that which we believe 
of the Glory of the Father, the ſame we he- 
lieve of the Son, and of the Holy Gho#, 
without any Difference or Inequality. O- 
thers denying this, as conceiving they can- 
not have Self-exiſtence and Independency. 
And will you not find it difficult enough to 
examine all theſe ſeveral Schemes, and to 
diſcern which of them you judge moſt rea- 
ſonable to embrace, and which of them you 
ſhall think fit to reject? 

Moreover, various are the Ways of ma- 
naging this Diſpute, aud defending our 
ſelves againſt the Objections of the buſie 
ſubtle Hereticks. Some ſhelter themſelves 
under the Word Myſtery; ſaying, when 
they are pinched, This is a Myſtery to be a- 
dored, not prycd into. Others tell us, this 
is a Doctrine ſo fir Turpaſiing the Capacity 
of Humane Underſtanding, that we mult 
by no meaus pais a Judgment on it by our 
own weak and carnal Reaſon, but muſt ra- 
ther captivate our Reaſon to the Obedience of | 
Faith. And both theſe in effect approve of 
my Advice, to reſt in the Publick ꝓudgment 
of the urch, and not to uſe your own Pri- 
-ate Judgment at all; {ince God hath given 
EE | 1 . you 
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you no other Faculty beſides this feeble 


Reaſon, whereby to judge of Truth and 
Falſnood, or even of the true Senſe of 
Scripture. Others "ay, you muſt be guided 


by the Sentiments o the Primitive Fathers, 
and by Catholick Tradition in this Caſe. 
And theſe Men fend you into a Wilder- 
I neſs, in which you may wander all your 
Life long without coming to any Certain- 
ty. For you will find, if you ſearch im- 
2 partially, the Primitive Fathers far from 
agreeing among themſelves, and farther 


from agrecraent with our preſent Senti- 


ments and Catholick Tradition, inviſible 
before the Nicene Council. And they who fly 
to this Fxpedient, do in effect declare, that 


you can have no aſlurance of this Doctrine 


from the Holy Scripture; which is, ſay o- 


ther Proteſtants, their only Rule of Faith, 


and clear in all things neceſſary to be be- 


lieved. 
And ſince, according to the two firſt 
ways of managing this Controverſie, the 
ale of Reaſon, that is, of Private Fudg- 
ment, is excluded, and by the third, your 
Search is endleſs; muſt it not be your 
Wiſdom as well as Safety, to (it ſtill, and 
reſt in the received Doctrine of our Ortho- 
dox Divines ? | | 
2dly. The Difficulty will be much en- 
hanced from the Conſideration of the Work 
| you 
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you have to do: For there are ſeve- 


verſie, you muſt not only read carefully 


Dr Pearſon, Dr Whitby, Dr Jonathan Ed- 


wor 
ral Books upon this Subject lying upon our 
Hands, yet unanſwered, or at leaſt never Wh; 
anſwered to ſatisfaction. Now, if you 
will impartially ſearch into this Contro- 


ot 


wards, and above all Placeus on our Side, pi 
but you muſt, with like Care, and with- F; 


out Prejudice, peruſe the ſubtle Writers on 
the other Side; vis. Crellius, Mr Emlyn, % 


Mr Biddle, &c. and then, if you be not in 
great danger of being perverted by them, 
and ſo run the hazard of the ſame hard 
Fate and heavy Cenſures they have under- 


gone, I fear you will be much puzzled, 
and find it no eaſie matter to give a clear 
and ſatis factory Anſwer to their cunning 
Sophiſtry, For were this caſie to be done, 
why hath it been ſo long neglected? Why 
did the Clergy of Ireland think it more 
adviſeable to tine and impriſon, than to an- 
(wer Mr Emlyn 2 or why did the great 
Mr Leſley ſo miſerably fail in the Attempt? 
In Matters of fo great Moment, the zea- | 
lous and learned Members of the Church of 
England are not uſually flow in anſwering | 
what bears ſo hard upon them, when they | 
are able to do it clearly, and with full ſa- 
tisfaction to the Reader. This Silence 
therefore, in a Matter of ſuch Grand Im- 


portance, 


| (9) 

eve-, Jortance, will be imputed by the Scepticks 
our If this Age, and by the Adverſaries of 
ever Inis Fundamental Doctrine, to the great 


you Pifficulty of the Subjeck. Will it not 
ro- hen be your Wiſdom to leave this Task 
ully to be performed by the great Abilities and 
Ed.- "exquiſite Learning of the Archbiſhop and 
ide, pier Sufſragans, and of the Prolocutor and 
ith- bis Lower-houſe, rather than to commit 
son this Grand Affair to the Enquiries of your 
yn, own Fallible, Private Judgment, and run 
tin the Riſque of being either confounded, or 
em, perverted by the Search; as I find too 
ard * any are. Let then this Work alone, to 
ler- be performed by more able Hands. For 
led, Pr Clarke being cenſured by the Ag 
ear Aſſembly of our Lower-Houle of Convoca- 


ing tion, we doubtleſs ſhall receive from ſome 
ne, of the Reverend Perſons who compoſe 
hy that learned Aſſembly, a full and clear 
ore Confutation of all that He hath offered in 
an- 7 Defenſe of his Heretical Doctrines; though 
eat as yet they have not been at leiſure to per- 
t 2 form that neceſſary Work. For unleſs 
ca- this be done by the ſame Body which cen- 
of ſured his Works, Men will be too apt 
ng to ſay they condemn'd what they were not 
ey able to confute, and to run into thoſe Doc- 
ſa-trines which they find condemn'd, but ne- 
ce ver anſwer'd. Atheiſts and Anti-ſcripturiſts 
n- will ſay, the Scripture-Revelation contains 
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( 10 ) 
tlie plaineſt Contradictions, ſo clearly 
prov'd againſt us, that we dare not attempt 
an Anſwer to the Accuſation ; and there- 
fore our pretended Revelation cannot be 


Divine. And Papiſts will be ready to 


object, that though we deny the Infallibi- 


lity of their Church, yet do we act as if we 
were infallible, condemning merely by our 
own Authority, what we cannot anſwer or 
confute ; and teach for Doctrines, yea for 


Fundamental Doctrines, the Traditions of 
Men. 


My Advice to you therefore is, to hold 4 


fiſt the Orthodox Faith, and live in Ex- 


pectation of a full, clear and ample Confu- 
tation of all the Doctor hath or can ſay a- 
gainſt it. For Men of ſo great Zeal for 
the Orthodox Faith; ſo great Abilities | 
both in the Knowledge of Scripture and 
Antiquity as they who cenſure him are; 


will not permit fuch erroneous and dan- 


gerous Aſſertions as He hath publiſh- 


ed, to paſs without the fulleſt Confu- 


tation. For furcly Men of ſo great £ 


Z cal for the Orthodox Faith, cannot want 
Will to do it. And therefore, ſhould that 
Fudicicus and Learned DÞ:4y appoint none 
of ſo many able Membc.s to perform that 
Work, their Silence would be look'd upon 
as a Preſumption that they could not do 
it; and fo their Cenſure of the Doctor 
would do more Hurt than Good. For 
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8 
can a Chriſtian hear with Patience 04 
Scripture-doftrine of the Trinity condemned, 
without the cleareſt Evidence that it is 
falfly called The Scripture Doctrine of the 
Trinity 2 Or can that Auguſt Aſſembly tame- 
ly ſuffer Forty Texts of Scripture, in which 
the whole Subſtance of the Controverſie is 
contain'd, to be ſo miſerably perverted by 
the ſiniſter Attempts of one Man, without 
ſhewing the World that they have been 
perverted by him ? 
Since therefore in a Caſe of this impor- 


= tance, it cannot reaſonably be deem'd {uf- 


ficient to cry out, 6 wwmesn, You may reſt 
aſſured that, in due time, you ſhall ſee the 
Doctor's raſh and dangerous Poſitions ſo ful- 
ly baffled and expoſed, and his pretended 
Arguments ſo clearly anſwered by thoſe 
wiſer Heads, that if his own farther 
Searches do not, the learned Diſcourſes of 
this Great and Venerable Body, cannot fail 
to convince him that He is miltaken in his 
preſent Notions ; and then, as He promi- 
icth, He will be obliged zo own it to the 

World. 
Till then this Work, ſo neceſſary, and fo 
much expected, ſee the Light, go on ſted- 
dily in the way of Orthodoxy : Remove not 
the ancient Land-maths which your Fathers 
have ſet ; that is, ſaith Melanct hon, change 
wot the Laws which Antiquity bath deliver'd 
hy grave Authority, and, as the Preacher 
C well 


(12) 
well adviſeth, Eccleſ. 7, 16, make not thy 
ſelf aver-wiſe + why ſhouldef thou deſtroy 
thy ſelf 2 Where, {aith the Reverend Bi- 
ſhop Patrick, it is good Advice, in order 
* to a ſafe and quiet Paſſage thro” this Lite, 
to be temperate in thy Acal, and not to 
l over-do, by correcting theinveterate Vices 
of others, or oppoſing the vulgar Opini- 
ons too ſeverely and unſeaſonably, where- 
by they are only cx2ſperated and enraged, 
but not at all amended. For why ſhould 
1 Man bring a Miſchief upon lumlfelf, 
| * without doing Good to others ? 
| Conſider, 34, That in all other Caſes 
| which concern thoſe Duties which we 
think neceſſary to be performed by our 
Flocks, we are diligent to explain to them 
the Reaſon and Neceſſity of them. For, 
how many Commentaries have we upon the 
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lent Diſcourſes of the Love of God, and 
of our Neighbour; of the Nature and 
tlie Necellity of Faith, Repentance, and 
fincete Obedience? And as to the Apoſlles 
Creed, into which we were all baptized, 
and which, {21th our C arechiſm, contains 
All the Articles / of the Chriſtian Faith, 
(though it hath never yet been proved that 
it contains all the Articles delivered in the 
Creed of Athangſius,) how many excellent 
Expolitions have we of it 2 All which at- 
tempt to prove every ſeparate Article of it 
from 
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ty | from the Holy Scripture. Becauſe, as Bi- 
e Pearſon ſays, whatever 15 N in 


% Creed, we therefore do believe, becauſe 


der 't is contain'd in the Holy Scriptures, But 
ife | Wnt, we {ay in the Cloſe of the Achana- 
to il 2 Creed, This is the Catholic Faith, 
ces Ewhich except a Man believe fuithfully, He 
ni- : cannot be ſaved ;, and in our 8th Article, 
re. that this Creed may be proved by mo#t firm 


et | WT. 2/limonies,or molt certain Warrant from the 
ad | RF Hob Scripture ;, yet whoever uſed the like 
elf. Diligence in explaining this Creed to their 
People? Or whoever attempted to prove 

ſes We ery ſeparate Branch, Article, or Sen- 


we tence of it, from Texts of Scripture plain- 
"ur * aſſerting the ſame thing, or clapt thoſe 
em Texts to the Side of every Branch of it, 
or, which He conceived to be clearly and ful- 
he J' expreſſive of all that is aſſerted in that 
1 r ? This ſure cannot thus happen, be- 
nd cauſe ſuch an Explication and Confirmati- 
1d 1 on of all theſe Articles is leſs needful, than 
1d W's the Explication and Confirmation of the 
PP 3 forementioned Creed or Duties. For what 
d. 1 can be more neceſſiry to be explained and 
ns cleared to the Underſtanding than that, 
55 without the Knowledge of which we Can- 
It not be ſaved, but, without doubt, ſhall pe- 
he riſh everlaſtingly "gp And what cannot be 
nt ſufficiently proved from plain Scripture 
Teſtimony, cannot be truly judged to be 


at all an Article of Chriſtian Faith : nor 
O 2 ought, 
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© it ſeems ; how little the Scripture ſaith 
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ought, ſaith our 6th Article, ro be requi- 
red of any Man to be believed as an Article 
of Faith, or to be thought requiſite or ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, It muſt be then the 
difficulty of the Subject, and our inability 
to do this to ſatisfaction, or even to the 
Capacity of our Hearers, which is the 
true Reaſon why we do thus continually, 
and even ſhamefully, neglect what we aſ- 
ſure them is abſolutely neceſſary to be be- 
lieved, and therefore to be underſtood, that 
they Hay be ſaved. C | 

It may deſerve to be conſidered farther, 
that ſome of our beſt Divin«s and greateſt 
Scholars, have either expresſly, or by juſt 
Conſequence, declared againſt, and urged Ar- 
guments to confute the Neceſſity of believ- 
ing this Creed, as the Reverend Biſhop 
Taylor, whoſe Words are theſe : © If it 
* were conſidered concerning the Athana- 
* ſian Creed, how many People underſtand EF 
it not; how contrary to natural Reaſon 
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* of theſe Curioſities of Explication ; and 
* how Tradition was not clear on his Side 
for the Article it ſelf, much leſs for theſe 
Forms and Minutes it had not been 
* amiſs, if the final Judgment had been 
left to Feſus Chrift,* And this was 
virtually and by juſt Conſequence de- 
claxed for many Centuries by the whole 
Church of Chriſt, For a late Author hath 
f „ | prov'd, 
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e 

prov'd, by many pregnant Teſtimonies, 
0%) That the Apoſtles of our Lord de- 
vered that which we call the Apoſtles 
Ceed, or ſomething like it, to all Chriſti- 
an Churches; and that all Chriſtians re- 


2 
1 Tn 
*. 
2 
* 
2 I 
* 


hat 


ev- iT thodoxy. Whence, faith he, it demon- 
hop ſtratively follows, both from the nature of 
the thing, and the Tradition of all theſe 
= Ages of the Church, that in theſe Symbols 
were contained all that the Apoſtles delive- 
red as {imply neceſſary to be believed by all 
= Chriſtians, and all that the whole Catholich 
and Church judged needful to be held in point 
of Faith. (2dly) Hence He infers, that 
hele Wt theſe Creeds muſt be a perfect Digeſt of 
een all that is neceſſary to be believed now, 
en and throughout all ſucceeding Ages of the 
was , World. For, ſaith He, how can it be ne- 
= cellary for any Chriſtian to have more in 
his Creed than the Apoſtles and the Chriſti- 
ans of the four firſt Centuries had? ay 
| the 
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the Churches of other Ages make the nar- 
row Way to Lite more narrow than our 
Lord and his Apoſtles left it > When the 
Apoſtles, who profels that they revealed zhe 
whole Council of God to the Churches, Acts 
20. 27, and kept back nothing that was 
needful to Salvation, delivered this as ,the 
only Rule of Faith, and their Succeſſors 
handed it down to Poſterity as that Rule 
of Faith, ts which nothing could be added; 
ſhall after Ages come and ſay, ſome other 
Articles are neceſſary to be believed, and 
damn all thoſe who do not yield Aſſent 
unto them 2 What Reaſon can be given 
why any Perſon may not be ſaved now by 
the ſame Faith which was ſufficient for 
Salvation in the Days of the Apoſtles and 
the firſt Three Centuries 2 Are we wiler or 
more faithful than they ? Is there another 
Covenant made with the Church ſince their 
Days? Are other Terms of Salvation ſince 
made? Or is God leſs merciful to us than 
He was to them ? 

Add to this, that ſome have refuſed to 
receive Holy Orders, becauſe they could 


not ſublcribe this Creed, as Mr Dodwell. 


Others would not ſubſcribe it, as Mr CHil- 
lingworth. Others have heartily wiſhed it 
were expunged our Liturgy, as the excel- 
lent Archbithop Ti/otſon. And many, who 
ſince our happy Reſtoration have adven- 
turcd to give us the Senſe of it, have in- 
terpreted 
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lar- Weerpreted it away, or carried it off from 
Our q he plain Senſe and Meaning of the Words. 


the and hſtly, that Convention of Biſhops 
wa 23 * other learned Divines, than which this 
ns BChrch was never at any time ble (ſed with 
vas i ere N 115 ce it was a Church, being commiſ- 


the ongted under the Great Seal of England in 
ors Þ Ithe Year 1689, to review, enlarge, and 
ule ; Correct our Liturgy, unanimoufly agreed, 
ed; bat the uſe of the Creed, commonly called 


her 4 the Creed of St Athahaſins, ſhould no lon- 
ind Boer be impoſed. 

ent athly, Confider, that if you will 1 
ven *Mievc the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity no 
by barely as you find it in the Holy 8 ve ary 
nd Put as Dr. Reeve and Dr Welle have taught 
an 


you to do, from the Interpretations of the 
or Primitive Father s ; conſider firſt, That the 
her | 4 Author of the 33 ks upon Dr Clarke, 
owns that the Poſt-Nicene Fathers are no 
Ie to be conſidered in this Diſpute, than 
den Authors; and that from the Ante- 
Wicene Fathers we have no Commentaries 


| to on the Holy Scriptures, ſave only from the 
uld 2 B aſp hemous Hyporypoſes of Clemens Alexan- 
ell. ¶ drins and the Grand Fountain of Hereſy, 
bil- igen: And by conſulting other Writers 


of thoſe Times, you will be got into a dark 
and endleſs Labyrinth, out of which you 
will never be able to extricate your felf ; 

and in which, if you may credit either 


the Ancient Fathers, Enſebins, St Baſil, 
Hierony- 


( 18 ) 
Hiegonymus, Ruffinus, Photius, or the inofl 
able Judges of this Age, Huetius, Cotele-W 
ius, Petavius, and Dr Cave, Men as able 
to paſs a right Judgment of this Contro- 
verſie, as any others; you will find ſtrong i 


Inducements to deviate from the Ortho- P 
Wt 
3 


- 


l 
4X 
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they adviſe you to interpret the Scrip- 


tures according to the Senſe put upon them Kc 
by the Primitive Fathers, the meaning of | 
theſe Men is not ſo : For, if they know 
any thing of this Matter, and do not 
talk at random, or upon Preſumption of 


Scriptures controverted, or none to Their 
Minds: Whence ſome bold Sophiſter hath 
attempted to prove, that their Interpretations 
are more favourable to the Sentiments of Dr i 
Clarke, than to the Doctrine of the Ortho- 
ox. Their meaning therefore is, and 
can be only this, that we are not to Nu 
judge of the true Senſe of Scripture from is 
the Sayings of Chriſt and his inſpired A Mt 
poſtles, but we muſt accommodate the 
Words of Scripture to what the Primitive 
Fathers have declared or delivered touch- 


Ing 


3 25 ( 19) 
ing this Doctrine. Now ſeeing it is not 
from the meer Words, but the true Senſe 
Jof them, that we derive our Rule of 
"WE Faith ; and the Senſe of the Law, is the 
Law; the plain Import of this Aſſertion, 
in other Words is this; That Chriſt is not 
to be owned as our Law-giver or Guide 
in Matters of Faith, becauſe He hath not 
ſufficiently given us the Senſe of what He 
taught; but the Fathers are fo, becauſe 
from them alone we do plainly receive 


the Senſe of them; And that the Holy 


the Senſe of the Scriptures from the Fa- 
Arber; and the Senſe of the Fathers, which 
is as much controverted as that of Scrip- 
ure, from the judgment of others, and 
not be allowed to ſee with my own 
Eyes, and to uſe my own Reaſon to judge 
what is the Senſe of the Fathers? What 
is this, but even in neceflary Articles of 
Faith, to ſee with other Mens Eyes, and 
to believe without Reaſon and without 
Judgment? But if 1 muſt paſs a Judgment 
of the Scnſe of the Fathers by my own 
. D = Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, this is that monſtrous Abſurdity (it 
ſeems) of judging of the Senſe of the Fathers, 
and conſequently of the Senſe of Scrip- 
ture, teſte meipſo. And to what purpoſe 
ſhould I uſe other Means, if I muſt not 
judge of the Validity of them? Laſtly, 
What do thele Men mean by the Interpre- 
rations of the Primitive Fathers 2 Do the 

mean the Doctrines which the Fathers 
have delivered down to the time of the 
Nicene Synod. *Tis certain (1#) that the 
Doctrine delivered in the Creed of Athana- 
/145.1s no where to be found in the Three 
firſt Centuries ; and that the Tradition ſo 
much inſiſted on by Irenens, Tertullian, A 
Origen, and Euſebius Cæ ſarienſis, is vaſtly A 
different from it. 2dly, It is obſerved of IM - 
Novatian, by Pamelius, that tho“ He is ve- [ 
7y copious in proving Chriſt to be God, He 7 
never attempte to prove this of the Holy k 
Ghoſt : And the Obſervation 1s as true of t 
all the Ante-Nicene Fathers, who have aſ- | 
ſerted the Divinity of Chriſt, ex profeſſo, 
as Tuſtin Martyr, Ireneus, Arnobius, and 
all the reſt of them, (unleſs perhaps Ter- 
tullian the Montaniſt, and Cyprian his. 
Scholar, may be excepted :) For they 
have been ſo reſerved and wholly filent in 
this Cafe, that the common Obſervation, 
that the Holy Ghoſt was never called God 
for the firſt Three Centuries, hath not 
been yet confuted. St Ferom complains, 
that 


„ 
that, multi per ignorantiam Scripturarum, 
many through ignorance of the Scriptures 
did, with Lactantius, deny the Subſtance Epiſt. ad 
of the Holy Ghoﬀt, The ſame St Jerom Avitum. 
ſaith, that Origen aſſerted that the Holy 
Gho# was a Creature. St Baſil declares, 
that Dionyſus Alexandrinus ſpake Words | 
very unbecoming of the Holy Got Iz, Fp. qr, p. 
reo H duTs ©4071T0Y FZogiCay, diveſting bim 51. 
of his Adorable Deity, and numbring him 
amongſt the ſervile and created Natures. 
Photius informs us, that Pierius dogma-C4. 119, 
tiz d concerning the Holy Ghoſt, z . 
aiav & SuoosCac, Very deceitfully and wickedly , 
and that Theognoſtus doubted about the Holy cod. 103. 
Spirit, as Origen had done; who in his firſt cod. s. 
Book of Principles declared, that the Son was 
made by the Father; and the Holy Ghoſt by the 
Son. And St Baſil doth not only confeſs that 
they who aſſerted the Divinity of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt were condemned, &; ayworoyirres tp. 12. 
n4g3 i mreUyares dyis, as introducing new Doc- 
trines concerning the Holy Ghoſt ; but owns 
that this was Carnua own Fey Tolg ndnat , AEp. 387; 
Queſtion paſſed over in ſilence by the Anci-p. 381. 
ents,and is to be determined, dxoauSas 77 ris 
gag del, not from the Fathers, who 
left it undiſcuſs'd, becauſe no Adverſa- 
ry to it then appeared; but apreeably to 
the Sentence of the Holy Scriptures. And 
34ly, Of the Communication of the ſame 
individual Eſſence of the Father to the 
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Son and Holy Ghoſt ; of the internal Ge- 
neration and Spiration of the Son and Holy 
Ghoft; of the Perſonality of the Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, in the proper Senſe aſcribed 
now to the Word Perſon, if indeed there 
be any ſuch agreed on; believe me, you 
will find little, very little in the Ante- 
Nicene Fathers. And is it not much bet- 
ter to take things as you find them, than 
to make a tedious Search after that which, 
Ifear, you will never find? 

Laſily, Conſider ſeriouſly the great and 
conſtant 'Trouble you may bring upon 
your ſelf, ſhould this your narrow Search 
pervert you, as it hath done Mr Whiſton 
and Dr Clarke, Men of unqueſtionable 
Sincerity in their Endeavours to find out 
the Truth; and yet how miſerably have 
they miſcarried? And how happy was it 
for o Orthodoxy, that the Heads of our 
Church roſe up againſt them, and condem- 
ned them wopanar'Sos, ſtrmarily, after the 
Roman manner, though not after the Ro- 
man Law that no Man ſhould be condemned 
before he be heard 2 Ina Word, all Inno- 
vations, even in Civil Things, do uſuall 
create ſome Trouble to the Authors of 
them. All Changes in the Affairs of Na- 
tions, reflect an Odium upon the firſt 
Contrivers of them. But nothing doth ſo 
much exaſperate as Alterations in Religi- 
on; efpccially if they concern ſuch * 
| 5 cles 


(23) 
cles as have been long received, and own'd 
as neceſſary to be belicved. In this Caſe, 
be the Reaſons offer'd for them never ſo 
plain, and the Neceſſity of them never ſo 
great, which was the Caſe in the firſt Re- 
formation from the Superſtitions and Idola- 
trous Worſhip of the Church of Rome here, 
and elſewhere : Yet he had need of the 
Zeal of Zuinglius, the Pen of Calvin, the 
Courage and the Conſtancy of Luther, 


| who can bear up againſt the Clamours of 


the warm Divines,and ſtem the Tide againſt 

that Stream of Oppoſition, which will run 

high and fierce againſt him; and will only 

do this by Luther's Method, of which 

Melancthon ſpeaketh thus: Cum in Scrip- Apud Hor- 
tur? cognitione magis Indies, magiſque ae a. 
proficeret, ſuamque dodrinam cum verbo 16 part 24, 
Dei congruere judicaret, omnem Adverſa-?-73%737- 
riorum impetum, & totius orbis odium, 
fortiſſimo pectore ſuſtinuit, & tanquam 
murus Aheneus conſtitit immotus, con- 
tempto omni periculo; Encreaſing daily 
more and more in the Knowledge of the 
Scriptures, and judging his Doctrine to 
be agreeable to the Word of God, He 
ſuſtained, with great ſtrength of Mind, 
all the Force of his Adverſaries, and the 
Hatred of the whole World, and ſtbod a: 
emmoveable as a brazen Wall, contemning 


all Dangers. 
a Upon 
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Letter 1. 
P. 9. 


Letter 2. 
p. 3, 8. 


it means, when uſed of Men; or with 


„ 

Upon all theſe Accounts, my Advice 
is in the General, not to go far in the Ex- 
plication of that which, ſaith a learn- 
ed Prelate, is certainly very far beyond 
all our Apprehenfions, and ought there- 
fore to be let alone. And in parti- 
cular, 
1ſt, Let me adviſe you not nicely and 
curiouſly to enquire into the proper im- 


port of the Word Perſon ; the greateſt | 


Men, even Biſhop Stilling fleet, ſeem to 
have failed in that Attempt. Satisfie your 
ſelf therefore with that which Mr Fly 
quotes from the great Mr Leſley, That 
the Word Perſon, when —_— to God, is 
uſed in a Senſe * fferent from what 


that of Dr Wallis, that there be Three 
Somerwhats, which are but One God; and 
theſe Somewhats we commonly call Perſons. 
This I take only to fignifie, that the true 
Notion, and the true Name of that Diſtinc- 
tion, is unknown to tus. Here you may reſt ſe- 
curely, without fear of being baffled : For 
who can confute he knows not what ? 
Vain therefore 1s that Queſtion of Dr 
Clarke's , Of what nſe are Words when 
they have no Signification £ Surely they 
are unanſwerable, as He himſelf confeſſes, 


by ſaying, This cannot anſwer, becauſe 1 


do not underſtand it. 


ally, 


our 
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2dly, Do not trouble your ſelf with 


framing Anſwers to all the ſeeming Abſur- 
dities and Semblances of Contradiction the 
ſubtil Hereticks object againſt this funda- 
mental Article : But if you like not Mr 
Leſley's Anſwer, that That may be a Con- 
tradition in one Nature, which is not ſo in 
another; fay with Dr Sherlock, In Matters 
of pure Revelation which we have no na- 
tural Ideas of, and know nothing of them 
ut what is revealed, it is impoſſible to know 
what is @ Contradiction to the Nature of 
Things whoſe Natures we do not under- 


and, Learn of Mr Bayle to captivate 
our Reaſon to the Obedience of Faith. 
For in his Critical Dictionary He pro- 
pounds the Objections of the Manichees 
againſt the Geodneſs and the Wiſdom of 
God, and declares they are unanſwerable 
upon the Principles of Reaſon, but are ef- 
fectually baffled by captivating the Under- 
ſtanding to the Obedience of Faith; and 
laith, © We may as well believe God to 
* be this Holy, Good, Wile, and Power- 


ful Being; though all the Appearances 
* in Nature evidently ſhew therecan be no 


ſuch Being, as we believe the Doctrine of 
* Three Divine Perſons, each of which by 
* himſelf diſtinctly conſidered, is perfect God, 
* without being able to reconcile it to our 
* Notion of the Unity of God. Here a- 
gain you will be impregnable; for He that 

goes 
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goes about to confute That againſt which 
He muſt not reaſon, 1s a Fool. | 

3dly. Look upon this, as the generality 
of Chriſtians do, as a great Myſtery, rather 
to be adored than curiouſly enquired into, 
For the ingenious Dr South hath plainly 
told you, that his Faith with relation to 
Feſus Chriſt is ſuch, that were it not to be 
adored as a Myſtery, it would be exploded 
as a Contradliction. And, faith the Reve. 
rend Dr Sherlock, That is an impudent Argu- 
ment, which brings Revelation down in ſuch 
ſublime Myſteries, to the Level of his Un- 
derſtanding. Now here again you are 
ſaie; for He that argues againſt that which 
He underſtands not, muſt argue againſt 
He knows not what. _ | 

athly, Trouble not your Head to invent 
new Anſwers to thoſe Texts of Scripture 
which the Heyeticks object againſt the Or- 
thodox Doctrine of the Trinity; but reſt 
in the Anſwers which are commonly gi— 
ven to them, after the Example of the 
great Dr Sherlock, who to the Objection 
from thoſe Words, Mark 13, 32, Of that 
Day and Hour knowerh none, not the An- 
gels in Heaven, nor the Son, but the Fa- 
ther only, anſwers with Athanaſius, Grego- 
ry Nazianzen, and many other Fathers, 
that He knew it not as Man, though as 
God He muſt be ſuppoſed to know it; and 
adds, This muſt be the true Anſwer, or I 
know 
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know not how we ſhall find a better; and 
yet confeſſes it is wery hard that the Son, 
who is but One Perſon, though He hath 
Two Natures, ſhould be ſaid not to know 
rbat, which He did know, whether He knew 
it as God or Man. | 
5thly. If you will be interpreting Scrip- 
tures by your own fallible Privace Tudg- 
ment, and own, with the generality of Pro- 
teſtants, that it is clear in all things neceſ- 
ſary to be believed; own it in Words on- 
ly: But ſay with Dr Reeve and Dr Wells, 
that the moſt rational and ſafeſt Way to un- 
derſtand the Holy Scriptures, is to conſult 
the general Senſe of the Catholick Writers 
in the pureſt Ages of the Church. It ſeems, 
our Bleſſed Lord, the Holy Spirit of Truth, 
and the inſpired Pen-men (though without 
doubt the End of their Preaching and Wri- 
ting was that they might be underſtood, 
and *tis a Blemiſh in any Perfon to write 
otherwiſe) have not delivered their Minds 
ſo clearly, no not in the Eſſentials of 
Chriſtianity (without the Knowledge of 
which all our Knowledge will not avail _ 
unto Salvation, ) that we can ritionally 
hope ſufficiently to underſtand them, or bz 
ſafe in our peruſal of their Sayings, with- 
out recourſe unto theſe Primitive Writers. 
And here you never will be at a Non-plus; 
but, among ſo many voluminous Writers, 
will always find ſomething to alledge in 
E confir- 
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goes about to confute That againſt which 
He muſt not reaſon, 1s a Fool. L 
3dly. Look upon this, as the generality 
of Chriſtians do, as a great Myſtery, rather 
to be adored than curiouſly enquired into, 
For the ingenious Dr South hath plainly 
told you, that his Faith with relation to 
Feſus Chriſt is ſuch, that were it not to be 
adored as a Myſtery, it would be exploded 
as a Contradliction. And, faith the Reve. 
rend Dr Sherlock, That is an impudent Argu- 
ment, which brings Revelation down in ſuch 
ſublime Myſteries, to the Level of his Un- 
derſianding. Now here again you are 
faie; for He that argues againſt that which 
He underſtands not, muſt argue againſt 
He knows not what. | 
athly, Trouble not your Head to invent 
new Anſwers to thoſe 'Texts of Scripture 
which the Hereticks object againſt the Or- 
thodox Doctrine of the Trinity; but reſt 
in the Anſwers which are commonly g1- 
ven to them, after the Example of the 
great Dr Sherlock, who to the Objection 
from thoſe Words, Mark 13, 32, Of that 
Day and Hour knowerh none, not the An- 
gels in Heaven, nor the Son, but the Fa- 
ther only, anſwers with Athanaſius, Grego- 
ry Nazianzen, and many other Fathers, 
that He knew 1t not as Man, though as 
God He muſt be ſuppoſed to know it; and 
adds, This muſt be the true Anſwer, or I 
know 


: 
q 


uy 


— — SY — —.— — — — © 9 


— 


Hich 


lit 

tg 
nto, 
inly 
2 to 
0 be 


ded 
eve. 


Alu- 
ſuuc h 
Un- 
are 
lich 
inſt 


ent 
ure 
Or- 
reſt 

gi- 
the 
ion 
Hat 
An- 
Fa- 
£0- 
ers, 
| as 
19d 
ww 1 
IOW 


(27) 

know not how we ſhall find a better; and 
yet confeſles it is wery hard that the Son, 
who is but One Perſon, though He hath 
Two Natures, ſhould be ſaid not to know 
rbat, which He did know, whether He knew 
it as God or Man. | 

5thly. If you will be interpreting Scrip- 
tures by your own fallible Privace Fudg- 
ment, and own, with the generality of Pro- 
teſtants, that it is clear in all things necel- 


 fary to be believed, own it in Words on- 


ly: But ſay with Dr Reeve and Dr Wella, 
that the moit rational and ſafeſt Way to un- 
derfland the Holy Scriptures, is to conſult 
the general Senſe of the Catholick Writers 
in the pureſt Ages of the Church. It ſeems, 
our Bleſſed Lord, the Holy Spirit of Truth, 
and the inſpired Pen-men (though without 
doubt the End of their Preaching and Wri- 
ting was that they might be underſtood, 
and 'tis a Blemiſh in any Perfon to write 
otherwiſe) have not delivered their Minds 
ſo clearly, no not in the Eſſentials of 
Chriſtianity (without the Knowledge of 
waich all our Knowledge will not avail 
unto Salvation, ) that we can rationally 
hope ſufficiently to underſtand them, , or bz 
{ate in our peruſal of their Sayings, with- 


out r-courſe unto theſe Primitive Writers. 


And here you never will be at a Non- plus; 
but, among ſo many voluminous Writers, 


will always find ſomething to alledge in 
E | confir- 
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. the late Writings of the excellent Biſhop 


(25) 
confirmation of your Sentiments, whether 
they be true or falſe ; as is evident from 


Bull for the Orthodox Doctrine, and the 
numerous Collections of Mr Vhiſton and 
Dr Clarke againſt it. 

But if you will neither be diſcouraged 
from ſearching deeper into this profound 
Myſtery by the Example of theſe Two 
great Men, who have writ ſo unwarily 


and erroneouſly, as to deſerve the Con- 


demnation of that Great and Wiſe Body of 
the Convocation, and yet ſo plauſibly as to 
gain too many Proſelites ; nor be diſſwa- 
ded from ſearching into things which are 
above your Strength, and are too hard for 
you; I hope my laft Attempt will be ſuf- 
ficient to reſtrain your Curiofity in this 
Affair; for when you find the true State 
of the Queſtion laid before you, (which 
few of thoſe who write upon this Subje& 
fully underſtand,) perhaps the difficulty 
of the Task may check your proneneſs 
to enter further into this dangerous Diſ- 
pute. 

Know therefore 1ſt, That a/ Chriſtians 
always owned 2 Trinity, is evident from 
the Form of Baptiſm uſed throughout all 
Ages. 

2dly, That Dr Clarke never denied the 
Son to be really and truly God, by deriving 
real and true Divinity from the neffable 

Power 


2 
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Power and Will of him who alone has an 
unoriginated Being and Godhead, and, faith 
He, God forbid that I ſhould ever argue for 
excluding him from being God, in any other 
Senſe than as it ſignifies him who hath deri- 


ved his Being from no Cauſe. Now either 
a true real Godhead may be derived, or it 
wy not : If it may, then Chriſt may be 
truly and really God, as Dr Clarke faith He 
is ; or if it may not, why is it by all who 
wn him to have ſuch an Eſſence, ſaid that 
He derived that Eſſence from the Father 2 
The Queſtion therefore here to be diſputed, 
an be only this. 

1/7, Whether the Son derives his Being 
rom the Father by the Communication of 
he individual Eſſence of the Father to 
bim, or, as Dr Clarke faith, from the in- 
fable Power and Will of ge Father. 

2dly. Whether the Son be generated, 
nd the Holy Ghoſt proceedeth from the 
Father by an internal Generation and Spi- 
ation; or be ſo generated, and do fo. 
roceed, as to be extra efſentiam patris.. 

nd | 
34ly. Seeing we own Three Perſons, and 
Dne God, the third Queſtion is, what the 
Vord Perſon, when applied to God doth 
mport, whether a Mode or Relation, as 
ur Syſtematical Divines do uſually teach; 
r whether Dr Clarke truly aſſerts that no- 
bing Can be 2 diſtinct intelligent Per on, 
E 2 , Which 


(30) 
which bath not a diſtinct intelligent Exiſ- 
Fence. Ws) e 
If according to the 6th Article of the 
Church of England, you admit of nothing 
as a neceſſary Article of Chriſtian Faith 
which cannot be proved from Holy Scrip- 
ture, you muſt be obliged to ſhew where 
the Scripture doth plainly, and without 
Ambiguity aſſert theſe Three Particu- 
lars. 
If you ſay that theſe things cannot be 
clearly proved from Scripture, without re- 
courle to the concurrent Suffrage of the 
Fathers delivering the Tradition of the 
Church concerning them; then (1/t ) you 
deny the Truth of that Article : For what 
can be only proved this way, 1s not pro- 
ved from Scripture, but from the Teſtimo- 
ny of the Fathers. (2dly) This way of 
proving theſe Three Propoſitions cannot 
be certain, unleſs it be certain that the 
Ante-Nicene Fathers have clearly and con- 
ſtantly, aſſerted theſe three Propoſitions, 
and alſo that their concurrent Senſe in 
the Interpretation of any Text of Scrips 
ture, affords a certain Evidence that this 
is the true Senſe of that Scripture. Both 
which, you will find hard to prove. 

If Zaly, you undertake to Confirm your 
Senſe of theſe Aſſertions by rational De- 
ductions from what is contained in, or 
plainly ailerted by the Holy Scriptures, you 

| * muſt 
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muſt allow that Reaſon is a proper and ſuf- 
ficient Rule by which Judgment may be 
made of the true Senſe of Scripture in the 
moſt difficult and fundamental Points, how 
myſterious ſoever, and how much ſoever a- 
bove Reaſon they may ſeem to be ; and 
muft allow others to uſe the fame Freedom 
of alledging their Reaſons againſt that Senſe 
of Seripture you embrace. 

Then an Anſwer muſt be given to Mr 
Qendon's Book concerning the import of the 
Word Perſon, either by defending ſome of 
the Notions of the Word Perſon, and Per- 
ſonality, which He there endeavours to 
confute, and clearing them from thoſe 
Exceptions which He hath made agaiuſt 
them; or by ſome new Expoſition of 
thoſe Terms, which hath not yet been 
thought on ; and then that will be liable 
to this Objection, that this is a new No- 
tion of Perſon and Perſonality, unknown 
to any of the Ancient Fathers, or to the 
Divines which formerly have writ upon 
that Subject. app wAatai.s 

An Anſwer muſt alſo be given to Dy 
Clarke's and Mr Emlyn's Arguments, by 
which they endeavour to prove that the _ 
Communication of the ſame individual Eſ- 
ſence of the Father to the Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, is a thing impoſſible, and implies a Replip. c8. 
Contradliction. For bow, faith He, © can the : 
* ſame individual Being be Subordinate to 


it 
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it ſelf? And again; Self-exiſtence is 
not an external, and 'relatzve Character, 
as Paternity is, but "tis, an intrinſick, 
abſolute, and of all others the moſt eſſen- 
tial Quality of the Subject to which it 
belongs. f therefore the Character of 


Selfexiſtence cannot be communicated, it 
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£ follows neceſſarily, that neither can the 


Remarks 


on Mr Leſ- 


ley p. Dia 
Io 6. 


* Nature of the Self-exiflent Being (proper- 
* by and ſtrifly ſpeaking ) be communicated ; 
* Self-exiſtence being the principal Conſtitu- 
* ent of that Nature, or that which makes 
it to be that Nature which it is. The 
* Reaſon why the individual Power or Know- 
* ledge of God the Father cannot be com- 
* emunicated any more than his individual 
* Exiſtence, is becauſe they are individual, 
and nothing that is individual can be com- 
* municated from one thing to another. Mr 
 Emlyn adds, that if both Father and Son 
* have the ſame individual Divine Nature, 
it muſt be hard to ſhow how the Divine 
Nature of the Son can be incarnate, and 
not the Divine Nature of the Father ; 
or how the Divine Nature of the Fa- 
ther can be incarnate, unleſs his Perſon 
be ſo to. 
You will find them farther enquiring, 
whether the Divine Nature of the Father 
be communicated to ſomething exiſtent, as 
72 e, the Recipient, or to nothing 
exiſtent ? If to nothing, with what pro- 
| | | priety 
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priety of Speech can that be called a Com- 
nion, or how can it be ſtyled a Commu- 
nion of the Eſſence of the Father to the 
Son, He not exiſting ? If to ſomething ex- 
ſtent, the Son muſt be exiſtent in order 
o this Communication ; whereas Dy Cave 
it gells us from the Fathers, that this Com- 
the Inunication of the Eſſence of the Father, is 
ber- Nhe Generation of the Son, and ſo can on- 
d; My properly be ſaid to be the Communi- 
tu- ation of the Eſſence of the Son, not the 
kes Mommunication of the Eſſence of the Fa- 
he ber, to the Son. 
Alſo you muſt anſwer the Arguments 
dy which Dr Clarke doth attempt to prove, 


ual hat one Being, and one Perſon, in intelli- 
1al, Went Agents, are Words of the ſame import. 
n- his muſt be falſe ; ſince otherwiſe a Per- 
Mr Wor cannot ſignify a Mode of Subſtance but 


real Being, and Three Perſons muſt have 
Three real Eſſences or Beings; and yet He p. 10. 
s very ſure, that one Being, when ſpo- 


ind Wen of an intelligent Agent, is the very 
er; Mme as one Perſon ; neither is there in Na- 
Fa- ure any other Notion of Perſon, than as it 
ſon MWeniftes an intelligent Agent or intelligent Be- 
Wiz. Whenewer the Word is uſed otherwiſe, 
ng, Wo Man can tell what it ſignifies ;, this, faith 
her le, © is the common, natural Notion all p. 158. 
as Mankind have of the Word Perſon, Will 
ing then your Friend tell us what a Perſon, in 


bis Senſe is, and what the Scvipture 
| Means 
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means . when it continually repreſents the 
Son as an intelligent Agent? Vill He tell 
us what ſuch a Perſon is, who is no Be- 
ing? Or how Modes of Subſiftence can be 
intelligent Agents, without having ſo 
much as any real Exiſtence at all, or of 
what benefit it can be to make uſe of 
Words which have no Signification ? 
As for the internal Generation of the Son, 
and Sprration of the Holy Ghoſt, tho' this 
be not eaſy to be underſtood, nor much 
ſpoken of in the Scripture, or in the Pri- 
mitive Fathers, yet it is neceſſary to be 
aſſerted, that 927 may maintain the Ortho- 
dox Faith. For if this Generation or Spi- 
ration (hou'd give the Son or Holy Ghoſt, 
an Eſſence extra eſſentiam Patris, this 
would manifeſty introduce Tritheiſin; for 
then the Son and Holy Ghoſt muſt have 
Divine Eſſences extra - Longs Patris, 
andyyet the Eſſence of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt being the ſame individual Eſ- 
ſence, the ſame individual Eſſence muſt 
be extra ſeipſam. Let not then the Here- 
zicks embaraſs you with theſe Enquiries, 
How the Eſſence of the Son and Holy Ghoſt 
can be in the Father, if Three Perſons be 
not alſo in him; or how Three Perſons 
can be in him, unleſs he be both Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt: Nor let them 
laugh you out of the Word zu, he 
ſo fully expreſſive of this Myſtery, but ſtick 
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to the Form of found Words conſecrated by 


the uſage of Holy Church. 

To put an End to this Diſcourſe. If af- 
ter devout Prayer for the Divine Direc- 
tion; if after a probity of Mind and an 
impartialneſs in your Search for Truth; 
and after your beſt, and moſt ſincere En- 
deavours to find out the Truth; you 
ſhould Miſtake, either thro' the Difficul- 
ty of the Subject, or thro' unwilling Ig- 
norance ; would you not judge 1t great 
Hardſhip and Severity, that you ſhould be 
branded as an Heretick ; be condemned, 
haraſſed, ruined, and ſentenced to Dam- 
nation, for an Error which it was not in 
your Power to help, or for following ſin- 
cerely the Dictates of that Reaſon, which 
is the only Faculty which God hath 
given you, whereby to judge of Truth and 
Falſhood, or of the Senſe of his revealed 
Words 2 For | 

1/t, May you not be ſufficiently certain 
in your ſelf, that you are not aunymwxeurt 
condemned by your own Conſcience, for be- 
lieving and aſſerting what your beſt Rea- 
ſon, after adiligent and upright Search, and 
the due uſe of the forementioned Means, 
doth conceive to be the Iruth? And 
hath not St Paul expreſsly taught us, that 
he who truly is an Heretick, is thus con- 
demnedin Himſelf? And would you not be 
an Heretick in his Senſe, ſhould you be- 

. lie ve 
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lieve contrary to the Dictates of your own' 
Mind and Conſcience? May you not be in- 
wardly aſſured that you have not been 
acted in this Search by any Carnal Motives, 
or ſiniſter Deſigns, but purely from a ſin- 
cere deſire to find out the Truth > And 
may you not be hence aſſured that you 
are notran Heretick in the Seripture-Senfe, 
ſeeing that reckons Hereſies amongſt the 
Works of the Fleſh which are manifeſt ? 
Doth not St 70hn aſſure us, that F our 
Hearts do not condemn us, then have we 
confidence with God (viz. ) that He will not 
condenn us 2 And is not this as true in re- 
ference to what 1s neceſſary to be believed, 
as well as to be done, in 3g? 5 to Salvation ? 
And may we not then ſay with the Apoſtle, 
it is a light thing with me to be judged (or 


Liberty of condemned) of Men, when Im ſure ! 


Prophel. 
S. 2. p. 8 
9. 


thall not be condemned by my righteous 
Judge? To this effect are theſe judicious 
Sayings of Biſhop Taylor. If we remember 
* that Sr Paul reckons Hereſy among the 

Works of the Fleſh, and ranks it with all 
manner of practical Impieties; we ſhall 
eaſily perceive, that if a Man mingles 
not 2 vice with his Opinion, if He be 
innocent in his Life, tho? deceived in 
his Doctrine; his Error is his Miſery, 
not his Crime——And if any fhall ſay 
otherwiſe, it is to ſay that ſome Men 
ſhalt be damned, when they cannot help 
it; and be miſerable for ever, becauſe 


of 


* 
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* or want of Knowledge, are unavoidable; 
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of their unhappineſs to be deceived thro? 
their own Simplicity, and natural, or 
accidental, but incrulpable Infirmity. 

24ly. This ſuggeſts a further Plea for 
Charity, in our Opinion of and 'Tender- 
neſs in our Dealings with thoſe Men who 
thus untoillingly do err; ariſing from the 
judgment of our beſt Divines concerning . 
Sins of Ignorance. For (1/1) Archbiſhop . 5 * 8 
1illogfon aſſures us, that God mealures 
* the Faults of Men by their Wills; and 
if there be no Fault there, there can be 
* no Guilt For no Man is guilty, but He 
that is conſcious to himſelf that He would 
not do (or believe,) what He knew He 
* ought to do (and believe, ) or would do 
(and believe) what He knew He ought 
not to do, (or believe.) Now it a Man be 
* ſimply, and invincibly ignorant of his 
Duty, his negle& of it is altogether in- 
* voluntary : For the Will hath nothing 
to do, where the Underſtanding doth not 
* dire, Mr Kettlewel is very copious on, . 
this Subject; for, faith He, © God will p. 445. 
impute nothing to us at the laſt Day, ei- 
* ther to ſave or deſtroy us, but what pro- 
ceeded from our own Will and Choice; 
and therefore if any ſinful Action be in- 
* nocently involuntary, it is likewiſe uncon- 
* demning. To convince us of this Truth, p. 484. 
faith He, it is conſiderable that all 
* theſe involuntary Failings, upon Ignorance 
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and God, we know; will never damn any 
* Man for doing that which could not be a- 
© voided. For no Man can chuſe to ſhun that 
* whichHe could not ſee: but his Underſtand- 
ing muſt firſt diſcern andapprehenda thing, 
before his Will is in any Capacity to re- 


B. 4 ch. 7. fuſe it. Whence He concludes, that 


F 542. 
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* where our Ignorance of any of Chriſt's 
Laus is joined with an honeſt Heart, and 
remains after our ſincere Induſtry toknow 
* the Truth, we may take Comfort to our 
* ſelves, and be confident that it is involun- 
* tary and innocent. In his 4th Book and 
zd Chapter, He lays down this Propoſiti- 


on, That only our voluntary and choſen Acti- 


ons are under the reſtraint of Laws, and 
either enjoin'd or prohibited, puniſhed or re- 
warded by them. This he proves, fr#t, 
from the Nature of every Law, which 
is to be a Bond and Obligation to us in 
ſuch Actions, to which otherwiſe our 
Will is free, and able either to chuſe, or 
refuſe them. Now Lawsareintended fora 
reſtraint upon us only in our voluntary 
and choſen Actions; for there are none 
elſe in which we are free. (2) From 
the Nature of the Obligation of a Law; 
for all 1ts Obligation 1s only upon its 
choſen Actions. For all the Force which 
it can poſſibly have upon us, to bind us 
to the Performance of any thing, is onl 

ſo far as it can make us will 3nd chuſe 
it; and therefore as for all unchoſen Ac- 


A La A Ca Py A a A A A - A - A A A A A R A Ly aA 


ww _ + 


hg 


— Se  & 


8 * 
PN RW anne dt > ,... Rom 1 a 


( 39 ) 


tions, they are not under the reach of 
* the Law, becauſe they are not ſub- 
* je& to the Force of Obligation. 3aly. 
* From the Nature of Rewards and Pu- 
* niſhments ; for theſe can take place only 
* on thoſe Actions which we can chuſe, 
* and are at liberty to exert, or omit : 
* For no Actions can be imputed to a Man 
* either for or againſt him; farther than 
they depended on him, - becauſe there is 
no Thanks at all due to him for doing 
that which He could not avoid, nor 
* any Charge at all capable to be brought 
* againſt him for failing to do what 

* He could not do. Theſe, and all 
* ther things of like Nature , which 
He could not help, may be his Mi 
fortune, but not his Fault, and what- 
* foever He ſuffers on the account of 
them, may be, and often is, his Calamity, 
* but by no means his Puniſhment. Barba- 
* rous Cruelty indeed he may fall under, 
* but legal and juſt Penalties he never can. 
This He proves laſtly, * from the effect of 
every ſinful, and puniſhable Action, 
* which, faith He, muſt be ſuch for which 
* our own Conſcience will blame and 
* condemn us, and which we ſhall lament 
in Repentance and Remorſe; But now it 
is a great Abſurdiry, for a Man to be 
* angry with himſelf, for that which He 
* could never help; or to repent that ever 
* Hedid that which it was not in his pow- 
| 5 6 er- X 
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tions; For, as Biſbop Taylor argues, 1 
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er to hinder? Now it 1s certain that no 
Man can believe or aſſent to any Doctrine 
as true, without Evidence; or diſſent from 
it, when He hath and perceives that Evi. 
dence ; and that no Perſwaſions or human 
Laws, can engage a Man to believe without 
Conviction, and much leſs againſt it, 
Nor can any Man repent that He believe; 
what He judgeth to be true; and there- 
fore by theſe Rules, He is liable to no juſt 
Puniſhments upon that Account. 


A gd Conſideration which thould engage 


our Charity to Men of Probity of Mind, 
who after the beſt Search which they could 


make after Truth, willingly do err; ari- 


ſeth from the Conſideration of the Good- 
neſs and the Juſtice of that God, whom 
we ſtand bound to 1mitate in theſe Perfec- 
© jt cannot conſiſt with the Goodneſs of 
God, who doth ſo know our Infirmities, 
as that He: pardons many things in 
which our Wills, indeed have the leaſt 
ſhare, (tho ſome they have) but arc 


I ſay, it is inconſiſtent with his Good- 
neſs to condemn thoſe that err, whoſe 
Error hath nothing of the Will in it; 
© who- therefore cannot repent of their 


Error, becauſe they do believe they hold 
the Truth. And, if this Man periſh in 


* his Opinion againſt the Commands and 
* Cenſures of his Superiours, this is no 
Is | Criminal 


overborn with an unpetuous Violence; 


th 


it N . ü | 
wy Criminal Obſtinacy, but only 4 continu- 
fron ine firm to his Convictions. For, ſeeing 

Evi theſe Methods of Proceeding afford no 
man Argument for his Conviction, they can- 
not alter his Judgment. Mr Kertlewelly, 4. ch 
i roſecutes his Subject thus. Doth any 4- 456, 
__ Gracious Maſter uſe Severity towards“? 
Bw | the Overſights, and Indiſcretions of his 
Br | honeſt Servants; or any tender Parent 

| ſhew Rigor upon every Error or Indiſ- 

gage cretion of his obedient Child? Is not eve- 
lind . 7 Good Man prone to pals by ſuch Of- 
aud fenſes as are committed untillingiy a- 

* gainſt him? Since then theſe imperfect 
0d Meaſures and Degrees of Love which 
hom Were found in the Hearts of all Good Men 
5 * are of force more than ſufficient to make 
af them bear with the Slips of Honeſt Igno- 
* þ rance; that infinite height of Love 
ep which dwells in God Almighty, muſt . 
3 needs make him bear with them much 

leaſt | rather. If no Kind-hearted loving Man 
„ would, it muſt needs be the greateſt In- 
ace: jury to an infinitely loving God, to ſuſ- 
= Fl | ſpect thar He would be ſevere in puniſh- 
hoſe x of them. The Fudge of all the 
. World will do right. And then we may 
hot certainly conclude, faith Arch-Þp. Tillot- 
hold on, that He will not condemn any vol. 3. p. 
h in Man for no Fault, and make him for- 
and! ever miſeraBle for falling into an Error, 
10 which with all his Care and Dilligence; 
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He could not diſcern, or avoid. 


e 

A ath Plea for Men unwillingly errone 
ous, ariſeth from the Conſideration of the 
Rule by which we areto judge of things re 
1 vealed. For tho? of late Men have chang. 
l ed the Faith they profeſſed, and the ſo- 
0 lemn Reſolutions they made at their Ordi- 
nation; the Holy Scriptures were former. 

ly held by all reformed Chriſtians, and 

owned by all the Members of the Chuzrc} 

i of England, as a perfect and clear Rule in 
| all things neceſſary to Salvation to be be- 
i lieved and done. And if it be not clear, it 
1 muſt be dark in theſe Particulars; if it be not 
| eaſie, it muſt be difficult to be underſtood e. 
| ven in theſe neceſſary things; if it utter 
not Words eaſie to be underſtood, it mult e- 

Y ven in theſe things ſpeak doubrfully and am: 
l biguoufly, And then, faith Mr Chilling- 
| chap. 2. Worth, if God would have had his Mean- 
p. 78 ing in thoſe Places certainly known, how 
could it ſtand with his Wiſdom to be fo 

* wanting to his own Will and End, as to 

* ſpeak obſcurely > Or how can it ſtand 

* with his Juſtice, to require Men to know 
certainly the meaning of thoſe Words, 

* which he himſelf hath not clearly, and ſo 

© not certainly, revealed? And Mr Glan- 

vil well obſerves, in his Sermon of the uſe 

p. 28. of Reaſon in Religious Things, that it is 
not agreeable to the Goodneſs or Juſtice 

© of God, that Mens eternal Intereſts ſhould 
depend upon things that are difficult to be 
3 underſtood 
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tone underſtood, and 24 miſtaken. If they 


F the did, no Man could be ſecure, but that, 
s rel © do He what He could, He might periſh 
ang © everlaſtingly for not believing, or be- 


> fol < lieving amiſs, ſome of thoſe difficult 
"rd. points which are ſuppoſed neceſlary to 
mer. © Salvation. And they who are ignorant, 

and or of weak Underſtandings, muſt periſh 
urch i © cverlaſtingly : or they muſt be ſaved by 
le in © implicit Faith in unknown Fundamentals. 
2 be- Laſtly.'The Subject I diſcourſe upon, calls 
ar, u loudly for Charity on both Sides; it being 
e not evident to all diſcerning Perſons, that in 
od e-W thisgrand Diſpute, there is a ſeeming claſh- 
utterly ing of Scripture, Reaſon, and Authority, a- 
it e. gainſt each other. Now, faith the judici- 
an ous Mr . Chillingworth, <If by 1 of bid. p. 64; 
ling: the ſeeming Conflict which ſometimes is 
lcan-W betwixt Scripture, Reaſon and Authori- 
how © ry on the one Side; and Scripture, Rea- 
be lol © ſen and Authority on the other : if by 
as to « reaſon of this variety of Tempers, Abili- 
ſtand Wl © ties, and Educations ; and unavoidable 
ow! Prejudices, whereby Mens Underſtand- 
ords, ings are variouſſy framed and faſhioned, 
nd ſo © they do embrace ſeveral Opinions, where- 
Jlan-Yj © of ſome may be erroneous ; to {ay that 


e uſe © God will damn them for ſuch Errors, 
it 15 © who are Lovers of Him, and Lovers of 
(tice © Truth, is to rob Man of his Comfort, 
ould and God of his Goodneſs ; it is to make 
to be Man deſperate, and God 4 Tyrant. 
ſtood F 1 NIS. 


ADVERTISEMENT.| 


He Difficulties and Diſcouragements | 
which attend the Study of the Scrip- | 
tures in the Way of Private Fudgment. In | 
order to ſhow, That ſince ſuch a Study of 
the Scriptures is Mens indiſpenſable Duty, 
it concerns all Chriſtian Societies to remove 
(as much as poſlible) thoſe Diſcouragements. | 
In a Letter to a Toung Clergyman. By a 
Presbyter of the Church of England. Te 
| Fifth Edition, 1 8 
A full Account of the Iate Proceedings in 
Convocation relating to Dr Clarke's Writings 
about the Trinity: Containing true Copies of I 
I. The Complgint of the Lower-Houſe. II. The 
Anſwer of th Biſhops. III. Their Meſſage to 
the Lower-Houſe, directing an Extract of 
Particulars. IV. The Extract of Particnlars. 
laid before the Biſhops by the Lower-Houſe. 
V. Dr Clarke's Paper deliver'd to the Biſhops, 
VI. The Reſolution - of the Biſhops upon that 
Paper; which was communicated to the Lower 
Houſe. With ſome ſhort Remarks. The Third 
Edition In which is added, a true Copy of 
the laſt Reſolution of the Lower-Houſe. Both 
Printed for Fohn Baker, at the Black Boy in 
Pater-Noſter-Row. Price Six-Pence each. 
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